
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



706 The American Journal of Nursing 

the desire to become graduate nurses? We need them now to help 
supply the demand for nurses. They were told they would be needed 
when the boys came home. It cannot be that they are all married ! 

While there is a pressing call and an urgent need for nurses 
today in the various kinds of hospital work, public health, child wel- 
fare, industrial nursing and all kinds of Red Cross work, we know 
that there has always been and always will be a demand for the kind- 
hearted, well-trained, sympathetic, tactful, private duty nurse, and 
it seems to me that the work for the private duty nurse is, just what 
it has always been, to take with her when she enters a home, that air 
of cheerfulness, willingness, and comfort to those who are ill in body 
and mind, remembering that no kind of work should be beneath the 
dignity of a graduate nurse, her duty being to serve those who need 
her. She should be natural, remembering that illness makes one 
abnormal and that she must be patient with the invalid, relieving her 
of all care and anxiety and that she must be thoughtful for others 
in the family. 

In our desire for an easy job with a big salary, I think we are all 
getting too far away from the chief idea of being what we all want 
to be, true and useful christian women, comforting and serving our 
fellow men. We should not forget that we, like our Master, are here 
for only a short while and that it is our duty to help those around us, 
and, by so doing, we may leave behind us a record of which we can 
justly feel proud and by which others may profit as well as follow. 



ODDS AND ENDS OF USEFUL INFORMATION 

By 0. W. Nolen 
Louise, Texas 

Did you ever have the irritating experience of sitting down in a 
seat on which some child had placed a wad of chewing gum? It made 
you wish the government would impose a war-tax of a dollar on each 
package of chewing gum, didn't it? The worst part of the incident 
was that you didn't know what to use to remove the gum from your 
clothes, and you probably tried to scrape it off with a knife, but just 
got things gummed up worse than ever; or you may have tried to 
work it out with soap and water and found that you made very poor 
headway in removing it. Next time you have occasion to remove 
chewing gum from a garment, wet a cloth with chloroform and use 
on it. The gum will immediately crumble up and brush off. When a 
child gets some gum in his hair, use a little olive oil to remove it. 
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While we are discussing sticky subjects, we might as well take 
up the problem of removing adhesive plaster, — the ordinary zinc 
oxide adhesive that is used in the hospital every day. When the 
plaster is removed, the coating that adheres to the skin can be 
removed with benzine. There may be other substances that will 
remove it, but benzine or gasoline can always be readily obtained. 

Another useful thing to keep in mind is a convenient way to 
sterilize hypodermic needles in an emergency when ordinary means 
are not at hand. Just take a formin tablet — also known as urotropine 
— and ignite it with a match, it will furnish a good flame over which 
the needle or a spoonful of some substance can be readily heated. 

If you have been liquifying carbolic acid crystals by the usual 
method of heating the bottles in a water bath, try filling up the origi- 
nal bottle with water (pound bottles of the acid have room left for 
about an ounce of water) then cork the bottle tightly, turn it upside 
down, and leave in that position. It usually liquifies in about twenty- 
four hours or so, and by preparing several bottles at a time in this 
way, the useless expense and trouble of heating them is eliminated. 

If a blackboard in the hospital becomes greasy so that the crayon 
marks will not show readily, mix up some potassium carbonate and 
soft water and stir in about as much unslaked lime as it will take up. 
Dilute some of the solution with water and scour the board, then 
wash it off quickly as possible or it will destroy the color of the board. 
Remember that the solution is corrosive, and that it must be used 
with care. 

To remove grease spots from paper or the leaves of a book, cover 
the spot with a piece of blotting paper and use a hot iron. 

When a glass stopper cannot be removed from a bottle, try dip- 
ping a piece of cloth in hot water and wind it around the neck of the 
bottle. The expansion of the bottle by heat usually enables the stopper 
to be removed. 

If you have occasion to try to fit a bottle with a cork that is too 
large, cut a wedge shaped piece out of the bottom of the cork, which 
will enable it to fit the bottle easily. 

Sometimes medicine will discolor the bottle label in spite of all 
your precautions. When you receive a fresh bottle of medicine, paint 
the label with flexible collodion. After it dries, medicine can be 
washed off the bottle without injuring the label. 



